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Administrator’s Message    

For students to be successful in the global 
community, schools must engage in practic-
es that look at the whole child. To achieve 
this goal, educators need to consider the 
social, the emotional and the academic 
needs of all students, in order to support 
individual student learning needs and to set 
specific goals to support student growth. 
 
Professional activity days provide school 
leaders, teachers, and support staff the 
opportunity to work collaboratively in sup-
porting school based goals. By sharing vari-
ous experiences and  perspectives with oth-
ers, educators can begin to both challenge 
and clarify their thinking, and come away 
with new perspectives.   
 
As educators we continually need to moni-
tor, refine, revisit and reflect upon our 
practices. As we get better with certain 
practices, we also develop new insights 
which encourage us to dig deeper and fur-
ther our educational learning. 
 
On Friday, October 20th, we focused our 
professional learning to support the School 
Improvement Plan for Student Achieve-
ment and Well-Being (SIPSA). This plan 
aligns with those of the York Region Dis-
trict School Board’s BIPSA (Board Im-
provement Plan for Student Achievement 
and Well-Being). 
 
 
 
 
 

As a school we are committed to improving 
student experiences and outcomes by 
providing a welcoming and supporting learn-
ing environment. This requires that we 
deepen our understanding of student expe-
riences. By developing critical conscious-
ness and by providing students with a sense 
of voice we continue to look for ways to 
improve outcomes for all our students.  
 
Recently one of the ways in which our stu-
dents had an opportunity to have a voice in 
the school, was to decide on the games that 
were painted on the back tarmac. All clas-
ses had an opportunity to share their in-
put—the end result is a beautiful new 
games area for our students (please see 
below).  
 
We know that this important work will take 
time. We look forward to continuing our 
professional learning in order to impact 
student achievement and well being. 
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Parent/Guardian - Teacher Conferences 

Tips for Successful Parent/Guardian -Teacher Conferences 

On Wednesday, November 22, 2017 students at Bayview 
Fairways will be bringing home their Progress Report Cards.  
This is one of several means used by teachers for report-
ing student achievement to parents/guardians and stu-
dents.   
 
Communication about student achievement should be on-
going and should include, in addition to the report card, 
parent/guardian-student conferences, interviews, phone 
calls, communication through the agenda, and all assign-
ments, tests, and rubrics being sent home for par-
ents/guardians to see and sign.  
 
Communication about student achievement should be de-
signed to provide detailed information that will encourage 
students to set goals for learning, help teachers to estab-
lish plans for teaching, and assist parents in supporting 
learning at home. 
 

We recognize that home-school partnerships are important 
for student success. Studies show that students perform 
better in school when their parents/guardians work closely 
with the teachers Effective ways in which par-
ents/guardians can be actively involved in the learning pro-
cess include: 

 staying in contact with teachers and attending 
parent/guardian-teacher interviews,  

 contacting teachers to discuss their child(ren) as the 
need arises 

 talking about the school day with your children (e.g., a 
new learning, something exciting that happened) 

 and creating a dedicated homework area free from 
distractions. 

 
Throughout the school year, parents/guardians have the 
opportunity to meet with their child’s classroom teacher. 
Some of these opportunities will be casual, while others will 
be more formal, such as those following the distribution of 
report cards. In order for the conferences to be valuable, 
it is important to understand that these are opportunities 
to give and receive information. 
 
Conferences are an opportunity to meet your child’s teach-
er, to learn about the program your child will be studying, 
and to discuss the strengths and areas of growth for your 
child with the person who will be helping him/her to learn 
this year.   

As a parent/guardian what can you do to prepare for a parent/guardian - teacher conference? 

 Talk to your child beforehand. Have a good understanding of the expectations of the teacher, the curriculum, home-
work assignments, and write a list of questions which you may have. 

 Be prepared to share specific examples if you have concerns about any aspect of the classroom or program. 

 Make a list of things that will help the teacher better understand your child, such as any special health or medical 
needs, outside interests and hobbies that may have an impact on school, and events occurring at home that may affect 
your child’s learning. 

 Share approaches that have worked for you when dealing with your child that the teacher might also find useful. 
 
What can you expect to learn in a parent/guardian-teacher conference? 
Although all conferences will be different since they are about individual students, most conferences will provide infor-
mation related to: 

 Your child’s progress to date in the required subjects, as well as your child’s strengths and areas for growth 

 Any observations about your child that may be affecting his/her school work 

 Any issues related to behaviour, discipline, work completion and interactions with other students 

 Suggestions or ideas that you can use at home to help your child in school 
 
Helpful Hints for Conferences: 

 Be on time. Most conferences will be held on a day when teachers are meeting with parents back-to-back throughout 
the day. When one meeting is delayed, it backs up the meetings of all the other parents/guardians and creates more 
pressure for the teacher. 

 If you are not available to meet with the teacher during the designated period, call and see if there is another time 
that could be arranged. Teachers will work to ensure that they can find a mutually convenient time for you to get to-
gether. A phone interview, while not optimal, may be another option. 

 Follow up with the teacher if there are areas discussed during the conference that require further action. 



Every year on November 11th, Canadians pause in a moment of silence to remember the men and women who have 
served, and continue to serve our country during times of war, conflict and peace. We honour those who fought for 
Canada in the First World War (1914-1918), the Second World War (1939-1945), and the Korean War (1950-1953), 
as well as those who have served since then. More than 1,500,000 Canadians have served our country in this way, 
and more than 100,000 have died. They gave their lives and their futures so that we may live in peace. 

 

By remembering their service and their sacrifice, we recognize the tradition of freedom these men and women 
fought to preserve. They believed that their actions in the present would make a significant difference for the fu-
ture, but it is up to us to ensure that their dream of peace is realized. On Remembrance Day, we acknowledge the 
courage and sacrifice of those who served their country and acknowledge our responsibility to work for the peace 
they fought hard to achieve. 

 
We will be holding our Remembrance Day assembly for our students on November 10, 2017 to commemorate this 
day.   

 

~Lest we forget~ 
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Remembrance Day 

Character Column: Honesty and Empathy 

HONESTY 

 

One of the character traits individuals place em-
phasis on is that of honesty, as it is the foundation 
for many other personal attributes and it is the ba-
sis for trust.  

 

Honesty includes telling the truth, being up front 
with others, and making good decisions, even when 
nobody else is watching. Developing a sense of hon-
esty, also includes being reflective about oneself - 
essentially an intellectual honesty where one 
searches out the truth and does not fool them-
selves, even if the truth is not always pleasant.  

 

To support students in developing this trait, we can 
let them know that we appreciate their honesty 
when dealing with a situation. Phrases such as "I 
appreciate your honesty when you ___", or "Thank 
you for being honest when you _______", help chil-
dren make a connection between their statements 
and the trait they have demonstrated.  

 

The benefits of being honest are numerous. Some 
of the positives include the ability to build trust 
and "social capital", which in turn fosters positive 
relationships and collaboration with others.  

EMPATHY 

 

Empathy is a trait that is often seen as being syn-
onymous with sympathy, yet the traits are signifi-
cantly different. Sympathy best describes an indi-
vidual who feels sorry for another person. Empathy 
can be best explained as attempting to understand 
how others’ feel.  

 

Empathy can be achieved by “putting oneself in 
someone else’s shoes” or “seeing things through 
someone else’s eyes”. The development of empathy 
allows people the capacity to care for others. 
Through the development of empathetic behaviour, 
children can learn to socialize better and develop a 
greater respect for and appreciation of diversity. 

 

“Too often we underestimate the power of a smile, 
a kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, 
or the smallest act of caring, all of which have the 

potential to turn a life around.” 

 

~ Leo Buscaglia 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/27573.Leo_Buscaglia
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Curriculum Corner: Gamifying Mathematics  

When we think about math education we often think about the traditional format for teaching math. The 
teacher teaches a listen, students are given “drill” type questions to complete out of a text book and the text 
book questions are taken up to determine student understanding. The teaching and learning of mathematics is 
a far more complex process that also involves problem solving, mathematical literacy and application of con-
cepts.  
 
One way to foster the love of math is through game and puzzles. Math games and puzzles give students mean-
ingful, enjoyable contexts for doing math. Gamification is the process by which game elements are used in 
conjunction with other tasks to increase motivation and engagement. Games have emerged as a powerful tool 
for teachers due to their ability to provide students with a hands-on method to engage with the curriculum.  
While playing students deepen understandings, develop new strategies, improve computational fluency and in 
the process increase student motivation and subsequently student proficiency.  
 
Practice is more than reviewing to memorize – it is about increasing fluency and identifying relationships and 
mathematical ideas. Purposeful practice is valuable when students understand what they are doing, make con-
nections to what they know, and find it meaningful. 
 
To create this environment at the school we have incorporated games and puzzles into part of our regular pro-
gramming in a variety of ways. Each month we have a math challenge posted outside of the office. Teachers 
use various games, such as Progidy, to support students in reviewing foundational skills in a more enjoyable 
manner. With the recent painting of the school tarmac we have included games such as Hopscotch (great for 
number recognition and counting), Snakes and Ladders (a great way to teach simple addition), a Hundred ’s 
Chart, and a giant Chess/Checkers board which is a powerful tool for problem solving and transformations.  

 
 
 
 
 
1. Gamification makes math fun 
The first, and possibly biggest, benefit of gamification is the fun. Getting students to do math work or prac-
tice their math skills can be difficult. When students are having fun, they won’t even notice they’re practicing 
math skills. 
 
2. Gamification inspires students to practice more 
At times, it can be challenging to get children to practice math once their homework is complete. With gamifi-
cation, practice is fun, and students can be inspired to practice more. Extra practice naturally helps to im-
prove their math skills. 
 
3. Gamification takes the stress out of math 
For some, math can be difficult and stressful. This is especially true for students who already feel like 
they’re not good at math. Gamification can take the stress out of math by allowing students to develop skills 
in an enjoyable way, such as a board or card game.  
 
Next time you want to work on math skills with your child, look for opportunities around the house. Be it a 
Sodoku or logic puzzle, an online game like Prodigy or Breakoutedu, cards or certain board games, math can be 
learned in a manner that is fun and in a way that involves the family.  
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We are proud of the results for our school, and we continue to look for sustained results and where applicable 
growth in achievement over time.  

 

Large-scale testing results are just one of the many tools that support student learning. These results are a snap-
shot of achievement and should be considered alongside school based information. Regular assessments conducted in 
the classroom remain the fundamental method of assessing and supporting students throughout their education. 

 

The EQAO assessment data will be used as an additional source of information to support the improvement of stu-
dent learning through our School Improvement Plan. The following graphs present an overview of the results. 

EQAO Results 2017-2018 
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As we move closer to the winter months, we know that all kinds of weather conditions are possible. Even 
the winter months can be enjoyable when students are dressed accordingly.  Aside from extreme weather condi-
tions students will be outside every day. Students should come to school dressed to play outside during recesses. 
Boots (for rain or snow), rain jackets, hats, mitts, scarves and snow pants will help make recess an enjoyable time.   
 
It is advisable for children to keep extra pants and socks at school in case they get wet. To avoid adding to our 
clothing collection in the Lost and Found Bin, you may want to consider labelling all articles of clothing. 
 
If the condition of the roads necessitates the cancellation of bus service, local radio stations will be informed as 
early as possible and will broadcast this information. Please be advised that if buses are cancelled in the morning 
they will not run after school—regardless of the weather. Lunch programs (i.e., pizza lunch, sub lunches) will also be 
cancelled on these days. Please review your plans as to what your children will do in the event of late buses or can-
cellations.  

Weather Conditions and Dressing for the Colder Weather  

School Bus Cancellation 

To ensure the safety of students, school bus service may be cancelled due to inclement weather, extreme tempera-
tures and/or poor road conditions. In these cases, parents and students should develop alternate 
care/transportation arrangements.  
 
Please note the following;  
 A decision to cancel school bus service will be region-wide meaning all school buses,  vans and taxis will not 

operate.  
 Student trips involving the use of school buses will also be cancelled.  
 Unless otherwise stated, schools will remain open and parents can make arrangements to transport their chil-

dren to and from school even if school bus service is cancelled.  
 If buses are cancelled in the morning, they will not operate in the afternoon. Therefore students trans-

ported to school by parents will require the same transportation home. Pick up is at 3:30. 
 If buses are cancelled there will be no lunch time service provider on that day. Please send your child 

with a lunch in this instance.  
 
Parents, students and school staff are asked to access the following radio and television stations after 6:00 a.m. to 
receive bus cancellation information:  
 
RADIO  
590 AM  640 AM  680 AM  860 AM  1010 AM  1050 AM  1540 AM  
1580 AM  88.5 FM  89.9 FM  92.5 FM  93.1 FM  94.9 FM  95.9 FM  
97.3 FM  98.1 FM   99.1 FM  99.9 FM  101.1 FM  102.1 FM  104.5FM  
100.7 FM  107.1 FM  
 
TELEVISION  
CITY TV  CTV Barrie  CTV Toronto  CP24 GLOBAL NEWS  
 
A bus cancellation message will also be available at www.schoolbuscity.com and by calling 1-877-330-3001, or by fol-
lowing the YRDSB and YCDSB on twitter. 
 

 
Did you know that students’ bussing eligibility changes throughout their school career? Your son/daughter’s eligibility to 
ride the school bus may change according to their grade and distance from home to school. Below are the provisions for 
eligibility identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680: 
 

 All YRDSB students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

 All YRDSB students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

 All YRDSB students in Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible for transportation.  
 

For more information about bus transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit 
www.schoolbuscity.com. 

Student Bussing Eligibility 

http://www.schoolbuscity.com


There are many ways that we are working as a school to create a sense of community and citizenship, while 
supporting our students in becoming leaders. As well, we believe in the importance of the whole child - help-
ing our students with the social and emotional aspects that go hand in hand with learning.  
 
As part of our school focus and in alignment with the BIPSA (please see page 1) we have initiatives to sup-
port in the area of Mental Health. Every week we have our Mindful Mondays and Wellness Wednesdays, 
something new we have implemented this year. Each day our student announcers read Character Education 
quotes. Another of our new strategies, led by Ms. Knopman, is our Wellness Board in the front foyer. Our 
current focus is “Random Acts of Kindness”. Students are asked to choose a card and carry out the act of 
kindness. Once they find a care they like, the students are asked to return it to the board so that other 
students can choose the same card. We are hoping to have parents/guardians support this by taking pic-
tures of their children carrying out these acts. We want to post pictures, on the front board, of our stu-
dents making a difference.  
 
We look forward, with great enthusiasm, to this new initiative. Our students are already eagerly anticipating 
taking part.  
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Events Dates 

Photo Retake Day November 1 

School Council: 7:00 PM (Library) November 29 

Remembrance Day Assembly November 10 

Report Cards Go Home November 22 

Parent/Guardian-Teacher Interviews (Evening) November 23 

P.A. Day: Parent/Guardian-Teacher Interviews November 24 

Scholastic Book Fair  December 5 - 8 

Winter Break December 25 - January 5 

Random Acts of Kindess 

Important Dates 


